
PRESS RELEASE
October 27, 2006   

RE: UNITED STATES v. IVAN LEON  a/k/a "Vonnie"

United States Attorney TERRANCE P. FLYNN announced today a two

count Indictment, charging IVAN LEON a/k/a "Vonnie", age 22, of

Rochester, New York, with conspiracy to violate the Hobbs Act, a

federal statute which makes it unlawful to interfere with

interstate commerce by means of robbery, in violation of Title 18,

United States Code, Section 1951(a).   Leon is also charged with

using, carrying and possessing a firearm in furtherance of a crime

of violence, that is, a violation of the Hobbs Act, all in

violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 924(c).  Count

One carries a maximum term of imprisonment of 20 years,  a fine of

$250,000, or both.  Count Two carries a minimum term of

imprisonment of five years, a maximum term of life imprisonment,

which must be served consecutive to any other conviction, a fine of

$250,000, or both.  It should be noted that the fact that a

defendant has been charged with a crime . . . is merely an

accusation and the defendant is presumed innocent until and unless

proven guilty.  (Disciplinary Rule 7-107(B)(6)).

Assistant U.S. Attorney DOUGLAS E. GREGORY stated the

Indictment charges that from on or about January 2006 through June



2006, in the city of Rochester, the defendant, Ivan Leon, did

conspire to rob individuals whom they believed to be engaged in

drug trafficking activities, that is, the unlawful sale of heroin,

cocaine, and cocaine base.  Essentially, the object of the

conspiracy was to rob other narcotics dealers of their drug

proceeds and/or the actual narcotics.  The Indictment further

alleges that the defendant, Ivan Leon, did knowingly use and carry

firearms in the course of several robberies or attempted robberies

which are said to have occurred during this time frame. 

The Indictment was the culmination of a joint federal and

state investigation, including agents and officers from the Bureau

of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and Explosives (ATF), the Drug

Enforcement Administration (DEA), the Rochester Police Department

(RPD), and the New York State Parole Office.

Douglas E. Gregory, Assistant United States Attorney will

handle the trial of the case.  A bail hearing is scheduled for

today, Friday, October 27, 2006 at 3:30 p.m.


